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dians, in which they admitted that they had allowed Hole-in-
the-Day’s father to take the lead in their councils, but said
that were he then alive they would make him take a back seat;
that his son was a mere boy, and were he there he would have
nothing to say; consequently it was useless to wait for him.
The commissioners, who were our fellow citizens, Hon. Henry
M. Rie, and Issac A. Verplanck, of Buffalo, however,
thought differently, and waited. After the arrival of Hole-
in-the-Day, the council wus formally opened. The Com-
missioners stated their business, and requested a reply from
the Incians.  Hole-in-the-Day was led up to the stand by
two of his braves and made a speech to which all the Indians
present gave hearty and audible assent. The change in the
face of things at the appearance of Hole-in-the-Day showed
his bravery and commanding influence, but was also somewhat
amusing. Here were powerful chiefs of all the Chippewa
tribes, some of them seventy or eighty years old, who, before
his coming, spoke snecringly of him as a boy who could have
no voice in the council, saying there was no use in waiting for
him, but when he appeared, they became his most submissive
and obedient subjects; and this in a treaty in which a million
acres of land were ceded.

The terms of the treaty were concluded between the Com-
missiorers and young Hole-in-the-Day alone. The latter,
after this was done, withdrew and sent word to the chiefs of
the Mississippi and Lake Superior bands to go and sign it.
After it had been duly signed by the Commissioners, the chief
head men and warriors, and witnessed by the interpreters and
other persons present, Hole-in-the-Day, who had not been
present at those little formalities, called upon the Commission-
ers, with two of his attendant chiefs, and had appended to the
treaty the following words:

“Fathers: The country our Great Father sent you to
purchase belongs to me. It was once my father’s. He took
it from the Sioux. He, by his bravery, made himself the
head chief of the Chippewa nation. T am a greater man than



